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Sanya will host the Volvo Ocean Race from 17th to 19th February 2012, one of the longest and 
toughest regattas of the world: 

• From Alicante to Galway 

The 2011-12 Volvo Ocean Race will start with the In-Port Race on 29 October in Alicante, 
Spain and the route will go to Cape Town (South Africa), Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates), 
Sanya (China), Auckland (New Zealand) and on to Itajaí (Brazil). Next stop is Miami and 
then across the Atlantic to Lisbon (Portugal) followed by Lorient (France) and 
Galway.(Ireland). 

About Sanya  

If Qingdao was characterised by a freezing fog, then “China’s Hawaii” will offer something a little 
more welcoming when the race makes its second visit to the country. 

Sitting on the southern tip of Hainan province, this idyllic tropical city rarely has a daytime temperature 
of less than 23°C, even at the height of winter. As such, it is rated one of the best spots in the country 
for relaxation and water sports (Yalong Bay is recommended for the former and Wuzhizhou Island the 
latter), with clear blue seas and miles of sandy beaches. Hiking is also popular with visitors to Sanya, 
the mountains offering some challenging yet stunning paths. For golfers like Ken Read, Sanya has 11 
courses, two of which are included in the famous Yalong Bay National Resort. 

 
“It is beautiful,” was the summary of Guo Chuan, the first Chinese sailor to participate in the race. “I 
am from Qingdao but Sanya is a much nicer place to go in winter! There is a lot to do there and the 
weather is always good.” 

 
Sanya also has a proud cultural history, dating back to the Qin Dynasty (221 BC – 206 BC), and the 
Guan Yin of the South Sea of Sanya statue shouldn’t be missed (literally, as it is 108 metres tall, 
making it the fourth highest in the world). 

 
Romantics are often advised to head for Luhuitou Park, a peninsula some five kilometres from Sanya’s 
urban centre. Legend has it (by that, we mean Wikipedia) that a hunter once chased a deer to this 
headland. Cornered, the deer turned to face the hunter and then morphed into a beautiful woman and 
the man could not kill her. As such, Luhuitou is known as a place for lovers, couples often visiting a 
statue at the site and leaving a padlock on a chain in the hope that their love will last. 

 
Did you know: Sanya has hosted the Miss World competition on four occasions, in 2003, 2004, 2005 
and 2007, as well as Mister World in 2007? It also hosted the World’s Strongest Man event in 2006. 
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Sanya has engaged its own boat in the race! Come and enjoy a week-end of fun by the 
sea! You will be able to see the boats and meet the teams participating to this big 
challenge. 

2 races will take place in Sanya on Friday 17th and Saturday 18th February 2012. On 
Sunday 19th February you will watch all the boats sailing away for a long journey to 
Auckland. 

 

Price/Person: 4,340 HKD 

The price includes: 

• Flight Hong Kong/Sanya/Hong Kong on Dragonair 
• Transfer Sanya airport/Hotel/Sanya airport 
• 3 nights accommodation in ½ double room  at Sanya Narada Resort & Spa 5* 

with daily Buffet Breakfast 

 The price does not include: 
 

• Flight surcharge, fuel and airport taxes (expected to be HKD661) 
• Sightseeing (to be requested on demand) 
• Entrance fees to the Serenity Marina (if any, not known yet) 
• Transfers to the race departure point (to be advised later) 
• Single room supplement: HKD1950 


